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It seems that prejudice has been around since the 
first person saw someone that wasn't exactly the same 
as himself and judged them before getting to know them. 
Which, of course, is exactly what prejudice is. It is 
important that the distinction be made between 
prejudice and discrimination. Prejudice is something 
that takes place entirely in your head, whereas 
discrimination happens when you act on your prejudices 
in such a way that it could be perceived by one or more 
of the five senses. For instance if Joe and Tom (to use 
two random names) were walking down a street in 
opposite directions and Tom was carrying an 
environmental sign reading "There is no planet 'B'," 
Joe might think to himself Tom must not want the car 
economy to thrive. That would be prejudice. If Joe goes 
on to refuse to talk with Tom because he believes Tom 
is 'Anti-American' that's when this situation turns 
into discrimination. 

As has been mentioned previously, there is a 
distinct difference between prejudice and 

discrimination. This makes it so that a person can not 
tell when a prejudice if forming in regards to them. 
They can only assume that, when they are discriminated 
against, there was a prejudice that the discrimination 
stemmed from. 

I have been discriminated against for but very few 
reasons. The most common of these is my lame eye; this 
has caused the most trouble in sports where people have 



assumed that due to my eye I can't play as well which 
now is not true. This is because I have learned the 
depth perception necessary for most activities. Showing 
that prejudices are commonly incorrect. 

One good example of religious prejudice occurred 
in 1099 A.D. Which was when Pope Urban II launched the 
first of the crusades against the heart of the Jewish 
homeland, Jerusalem. The Roman Catholic forces 

successfully captured Jerusalem, setting off a long 
string of hostilities which some would say are on 
going. Though most people would agree that violence due 
to crusading ended in 1271 at the end of the ninth 
crusade. (However on a slightly different note some 
people consider the war in Irag as the tenth crusade.) 
This shows that in a relatively short space of time the 
level of severity of public displays of prejudice had 
decreased a lot. 

On the other side of this spectrum is the well 
known example of William Shakespeare, who fought 
against prejudice. Particularly that of religious 
prejudice a wonderful example of that is in The 
Merchant of Venice , act III, scene I where Shylock 
says : 

"To bait fish withal: if it will feed nothing 
else, it will feed my revenge. He hath disgraced 
me, and hindered me half a million; laughed at my 
losses, mocked at my gains, scorned my nation, 
thwarted my bargains, cooled my friends, heated 
mine enemies; and what's his reason? I am a Jew. 



Hath not a Jew eyes? hath not a Jew hands, organs, 
dimensions, senses, affections, passions? fed with 
the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject 
to the same diseases, healed by the same means, 
warmed and cooled by the same winter and summer, 
as a Christian is? If you prick us, do we not 
bleed? if you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you 
poison us, do we not die? and if you wrong us, 
shall we not revenge? If we are like you in the 
rest, we will resemble you in that. If a Jew wrong 
a Christian, what is his humility? Revenge. If a 
Christian wrong a Jew, what should his sufferance 
be by Christian example? Why, revenge. The 
villainy you teach me, I will execute, and it 
shall go hard but I will better the instruction" 
Shakespeare seems - in his long winded way - to be 
saying that no two people are that different, and so 
there is no need or call for prejudice. Also that you 
should always stand up for what you believe even if 
you're standing alone. 

Prejudice can and is being overcome by individuals 
and the world at large. This is a slow and difficult 
process; one that has been going on since people first 
became aware of prejudice. Relating to the theme of 
religious prejudice William Shakespeare shows us that 
in the three-hundred-and-twenty years since the last of 
the crusades Judaio-Christian relations have improved 
tremendously. We see this in The Merchant of Venice , 
act I, scene III where Shylock says "I will buy with 



you, sell with you, talk with you, walk with you, and 
so following; but I will not eat with you, drink with 
you, nor pray with you." This shows that by 1597 
Christians and Jews were willing to do business with 
each other when only three-hundred-and- twenty years 
earlier, at the end of the crusades, these two groups 
were at war with one another. In terms of prejudice 
being overcome on an individual basis we see people 
such as Martin Luther King Jr., Mahatma Ghandi, Leo 
Tolstoy, William Shakespeare, and Aristotle speaking 
out against those prejudices which they see as no 
longer being allowable, just, or in keeping with the 
ideas of the time. 

Because of where prejudice comes from, race, 
religion, gender, appearance, and intelligence, it does 
not seem that if all people were precisely the same 
there would be nothing to cause prejudice. Though this 
would occur if, and only if, all the people in the 
world were exactly the same, born in the same place, 
educated the same, 100% same DNA, same parents, same 
job, same place they live, etc, etc. This is shown to 
demonstrate how unlikely it is that we would eradicate 
all prejudice, because human nature is to enlarge those 
thing that make people ever so slightly different. 

As to the guestion of how prevalent bigotry is in 
school, it does not seem to me that bigotry is a large 
issue. The biggest times that bigotry appears at school 
is when people are given free seating, particularly at 
lunch. It has become increasingly noticeable that 



people of the same ethnicity are tending to clump 
together. Though it doesn't seem to present a large 
problem, because they aren't doing this to the 
exclusion of others. 

Because of the nature vs. nurture debate its hard 
to tell exactly why prejudice develops in children. It 
seems to fall more under the learned category than that 
of a genetic coding. If you think about it, prejudice 
most likely came into a much broader light when, for 
the first time after the break up of Pangaea, people 
could move from continent to continent more easily. 
They encountered more unknown people, so the thought 
process may have gone something like this, He walks 
like me, moves like me, acts like me, eats like me, but 
yet is so different . Now thats scary. Hence the birth 
of prejudice. The rest was just parents teaching their 
kids their own irrational fears and the kid adding 
their own. 

So when you boil it down prejudice is just an out 
dated fear of the unknown, which slowly - one at a time 
- we are getting rid of. This is really all that can 
be done, for judging people before you meet them has 
become so much a part of human nature. 
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